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Not occupational therapy Occupational physicians
are ‘biased’, and OH nurses are valued for their
‘comfort and sympathy’. Time for some public
relations?

NEWS

... draft stress standards ... washing-machine death ...
£354,000 for latex allergy ... fined for incompetence
... accident investigation too slow ... working hours ...
drug testing inquiry ... DDA covers sick pay ... OH
physicians must do better... public bodies must
demand EL certificates ... Lords rules in Archibald
disability case ... Callaghan reappointed at HSC
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First aid at work

The HSE is analysing responses to its discussion
document on a possible overhaul of the First-Aid
Regulations. Possible changes include the
introduction of a three-tier system of first aiders
and annual refresher training. Becky Allen reports.

16 FEATURE

Safer needles by stealth

The UK does not have specific legislation mandating
healthcare employers to use safer needle devices to
reduce the risk of needlestick injuries. Dr Denis
D’Auria argues, however, that the Court of Appeal
ruling that the COSHH Regulations impose an
absolute duty to control exposure to hazardous
substances trumps the argument that safer needles
are not reasonably practicable on grounds of cost.

7() Wish you were here?

The working hours, workload, training and career
development opportunities of OH and H&S
professionals are discussed in the second part of OH
at Work’s exclusive survey, carried out in association
with AXA PPP Healthcare. Paul Suff continues his
examination of the responses from 468
practitioners, and analyses the data by profession,
gender and region.
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Safe and healthy working
Scotland’s OH&S service for SMEs is one year old.
Karen Niven believes the service has not only met its
objectives, but may provide a model for OH provision
across the UK.
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What’s in a name?

Helen Riches argues that the job title ‘OH nurse’
conjures up stereotypical and dated images. Jan
Maw and Carol Bannister disagree.

EXPERT WITNESS

Disability discrimination

From 1 October, 166,000 police officers, 46,000 fire-
fighters and 45,000 prison officers will come under
the protection of the DDA. But what will this mean
in practice? Diana Kloss explains.

RESEARCH DIGEST

... treatment for HAVs ... ill-health retirement ...
hepatitis B immunisations ... OH projects ...
passive smoking ... shift work ... rehab
management
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TOOLBOX

... roundup of regulatory changes, guidance,
campaigns and consultations ... major hazards ...
disability bill ... offshore regulations ... waste
industry charter ... HAVS ... eczema week

Coming up in OH at Work
stress at work: time for a rethink?
asbestos management — is the jigsaw

complete? managing psychological

trauma workers’ health information —
the new data protection code



